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“The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst, you have no further misfortune to fear.”
— Zephaniah 3:15b

What are Benediction and Adoration?

“Of all devotions, that of adoring Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament is the greatest after the
sacraments, the one dearest to God, and the one most helpful to us.” -St. Alphonsus Liguori

Exposition and benediction of the Blessed Sacrament is not only a very old devotion in our
Church, but one that highlights the fundamental mystery of the holy Eucharist — that our Lord
is truly present, body and blood, soul and divinity in the Blessed Sacrament.

Benediction: Adoration:
* A form of worship and thanksgiving instituted * From the beginning Christians have believed
out of love for Christ that the bread and wine become his very Body and
* The consecrated Host is exposed in the | Blood
monstrance on the altar for adoration * During Adoration we focus on Christ’s
* Music and incense are incorporated to help us | presence in the Eucharist
reflect on the sacredness of the celebration * Spending quiet time before the exposed

* The celebrant’s hands do not touch the | Eucharist for private prayer and reflection
monstrance, reflecting the fact that the blessing is

being received as if Jesus was standing before us “Adoration is meant to inspire the Christian
* Near the end, the celebrant blesses the | fo connect himself or herself to the actual
congregation with the monstrance celebration for the Mass. In our heart Eucharist
* Benediction is usually scheduled since a priest | Adoration should never be separate from the
or deacon is needed. Mass but flowing from and leading to that which

the Second Vatican Council called “the summit
and the font of the Church’s spiritual life.”
-Fr. Bruce Nieli, CSP

Here at St. Alphonsus we have
Benediction and Adoration on the first
Saturday of every month from 8:30-
9:00 AM in the church, followed by cofifee

and donuts in the St. Francis Room.
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ST.ALPHONSUS CHURCH OFFICE

14040 Greenwell Springs Road

Greenwell Springs, LA 70739-3302

Office Phone- 225-261-4650

Fax— 225-261-5650

PARISH CALENDAR OF EVENTS

December 16-23, 2018

Sunday Third Sunday of Advent
8:00 AM Mass
10:00 AM Mass
10:00 AM Children’s Liturgy- S.F.
10:00 AM Jesus and Me- S.J., Nursery
12:00 PM Mass
1:30 PM Cub Scouts- Blessed Seelos
5:30 PM RCIC Rosary- F.C. 1
5:30 PM Learning Group- Church
Monday 8:30 AM Mass
6:30 PM Boy Scouts- S.J., Blessed Seelos
Tuesday 8:30 AM Mass
6:30 PM Men'’s Scripture Study- C.R.
6:30 PM Balanced Women- SAS 115
6:30 PM Grief Support- S.C.
6:30 PM Divorce Support- S.F. (C)
Wednesday 8:30 AM Communion Service
5:30 PM Bell Choir- C.R.
6:00 PM Youth Board- Lighthouse
6:30 PM Cub Scouts- F.C.
6:30 PM TMIY- S.J.
7:00 PM Chancel Choir- C.R.
Thursday 8:30 AM Mass
6:00 PM Middle School Youth-Lighthouse
6:30 PM RCIA Catechesis- C.R.
Friday 8:30 AM School Mass
Saturday 4:00 PM Mass
Sunday Fourth Sunday of Advent
8:00 AM Mass
9:00 AM Coffee & Donuts- S.F.
10:00 AM Mass
11:00 AM Coffee & Donuts- S.F.
12:00 PM Mass

S.C.- St. Clare
C.R.- Choir Room

S.J.- St. Joseph

S.F.- St. Francis

Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30 AM- 4:30 PM

Formation Office— 225-261-4644
Formation Office Hours: Tuesday- Friday 8:30 AM- 4:30 PM

Church Website: www.alphonsus.org
Church Facebook: St. Alphonsus Catholic Church
Church Twitter & Instagram: @StAlphonsus BR

ST. ALPHONSUS SCHOOL

School Office— 225-261-5299

School Cafeteria— 225-261-4157

School Website: www.stalphonsusbr.org

School Facebook: St. Alphonsus Catholic School

MPB- Multi-Purpose Building

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day Schedule

Don’t forget to bring your family to St. Alphonsus for one of our

Christmas Masses and our Choir Concerts!

Monday, December 24, 2018- Christmas Eve

3:00 PM Chancel Choir Concert
4:00 PM Christmas Vigil Mass
5:30 PM Bell Choir Concert
6:00 PM Christmas Vigil Mass
8:00 PM Christmas Vigil Mass

Tuesday, December 25, 2018- Christmas Day
8:00 AM Christmas Mass
10:00 AM Christmas Mass



WORSHIP

Readings for the Week

Monday: Gn 49:2, 8-10; Ps 72:1-4ab, 7-8, 17; Mt 1:1-17
Tuesday: Jer 23:5-8; Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19; Mt 1:18-25
Wednesday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a; Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17; Lk 1:5-25
Thursday: Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-6; Lk 1:26-38
Friday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a; Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21;

Lk 1:39-45
Saturday: 1 Sm 1:24-28; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-8abced; Lk 1:46-56
Sunday: Mi 5:1-4a; Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19; Heb 10:5-10;

Lk 1:39-45

= ¢

READ SPIRITUAL ASK FOR
w BOOKS INTERCESSION

MEDITATE OFFER A HOLY
HOUR

g Tz

READ THE WRITE A PRAYER
SCRIPTURES JOURNAL

A
8 WAYS T0 PRAY
YR DURING ADORATION g

OUTREACH

2018 Living Giving Tree

T

St Ea Reminder: All gifts for the

Living Giving Tree must be

returned to St. Alphonsus

Church by Sunday, December
16", 2018, at 12 PM Noon.

Please securely attach the

ornament to the package.

Thank you for your ongoing

support and generosity.

MISSION STATEMENT

We are a faith-filled community who,
through prayerful discernment,
call forth the gifts of the Spirit given to each individual,
that Christ may be known in our community
and in our world.

MASS SCHEDULE

Weekend Masses
Saturday Vigil 4:00 PM
Sunday 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM & 12:00 PM

Daily Masses
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 8:30 AM
Novena on Tuesday 8:30 AM

Communion Services
Wednesday 8:30 AM

Holy Day Masses
As Announced

J.A.M. (Jesus and Me)
During the school year for preschool ages 3-5 at 10:00 AM
\Y% RS

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
During the school year at the 10:00 AM Mass.
For children kindergarten through 2nd grade.

SACRAMENTS & RESOURCES

Baptism
Contact Robin Debetaz at the Parish Office in the early months
of pregnancy for dates and preparation requirements.

Reconciliation
Saturday 3:00 PM and by appointment

Christian Initiation of Adults
If interested in becoming Catholic and want more information on
the process, call the Formation Office at 225-261-4644.

Marriage

Contact Sara Patrick at the Parish Office six months to one year
prior to projected wedding date for information concerning
preparation programs.

Anointing of the Sick

You can receive this sacrament during a serious illness, before
a major surgery, or for spiritual and mental healing. Contact the
Parish Office for more information.

Funerals
Contact Robin Debetaz at the Parish Office for arrangement
information.

Formed
Go to formed.org and enjoy access to this free online Catholic
gateway with our parish access code- 9RIK3M.

Prayer Lines
Mary Frederick 225-261-5145
Adam Landry 225-261-8854
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Serving Our Country

If you have a family member serving in the military, please call
261-4650, and let us know the name, rank and branch of military.

ARMY: Captain Chad A. Alford, Warrant Officer Jody K. Hunt,
Captain Brian C. Greco, Specialist Sam Lockwood, Specialist E-4
Charles N. Garner, Specialist Ryan Smith, Lt. Col. Keith Madere

LA NATIONAL GUARD: Spec4 Terrell Vidrine, Scott Armand

AIR FORCE: Airman First Class James Barbier, Sr., Airman
Madison T. Polk

NAVY: Lt. Com. Glenn P. Lumpkin, Jr., Chad Domm, AD3 Tyler
Comeaux, S.N. Tyler Fontenot

U.S. MARINE CORPS: Captain Blaine Ballard
Church Tour & History

Have you ever wondered about the history of St. Alphonsus
Parish? Have you ever wondered what it takes to get ready for a
Mass in our church? Or wondered about the meaning behind some
of the things that you see in the church? Do you know what the
Sacristy is? Or did you know that there is an engraving on the back
of the Tabernacle? Join us for a church tour on Sunday, January
27" following 12:00 Mass for answers to all of this! The tour will
start in the rear of the church.

Pray for the Sick

Please note: Names are removed after eight weeks. List also
on our website. Call the office to put name back on the list.

Pat Matthews, Joy Lonibos, Phyllis Lasserre, Sharon Loeb,
Margaret Smith, Laurence LeSage, Jaycee Richard, Gary
Saucier, Darrell Firmin, Alexander Landry, Sally Stears, Allan
Eddy, Cassie Sheechan, John McGilvary, Bruce Mayeaux,
Barbara Flake, Beth Creel, Pat Spiller, Karen Rabalais, Patsy
Sagona, Mildred Smith, Hymel “Buddy” Doming, Hope
Broadus, Brenda Guerin, Datz Family, Schittone Family, Ronnie
Collette, Jane Mizell, Marlene LeBlanc, Catherine Willis, Edna
Ellis, Lynette Shaffett, Tiffany Penton, Larry Bueche, Ashley
Smith, Chris Dickerson, James Mercer, Gia Gouchaux, Naomi
Messina, Mary Beth Browning, Fisk Morris, Jean Firmin, Lisa
Graffeo, Mollea Hood, Ashlea Hood, Michael Morales, Dana
Rogers, Gloria “Jinkie” Phillips, Theresa Ognibene, Adrian
Kaiser, John Larkin, Savannah McNair, Briggs Elliser, Anita
Bueche, Anna Kirby, Jamie Samson, Louis Lamar Bordelon,
Thomas Stewart, John Riely, John LeGrange and Family, Mike
Millet, John Stubbs, Elizabeth Jenkins, Mildred Faul, Charlie
Firmin, Kathy Madere, Paden Mouton, Krystal Feltman,
Melanie Way, Sandy Dares, Ashlynn Ferguson, Barbara
Simoneaux, Millie Strickland, Wayne & Carolyn Rogillio,
Nancy Hill, Patsy York, Courtney Brock, Dustin Baker, Ashley
Nix, Sharon Atkinson, Nicholas Mixon, Holly Hart, Jeff
Ferguson, Anthony Rodriquez, Liam Thistlewaite, Al Felps,
Ben Crifasi, Jr., Nicholas LaCroix, Kenny Achord, P.H. Zito,
Carolyn Watts, John Durrett, Clyde Gremillion, Scarlet Kaiser,
Billy Stears, Luke Allen, GiGi Chenevert, Dr. Stephen Speeg,
Betty Castor, Blanche Hoover, Emily Bonano, Jason Langlois,
Vince Dileo, Jr., Drew Mascona, Peter Lamonte, Joyce &
Tommy Quinealty, Mario Marretta

FORMATION

Learning Group

Learning Group will meet on Sunday, December 16, 2018 from
5:30-7:00 PM. Have a very Merry Christmas and safe New Year.
Learning Group classes resume on Sunday, January 6, 2019.

Adult Confirmation
Adult Confirmation preparation will begin soon. If you or
someone you know is interested in Confirming contact the Faith
Formation Office for more information 261-4644.

A Minute with the Deacon

Do the saints really hear our prayers?

Mary and the saints do hear our prayers. This is supported by
scripture.

Even though they have left this earth, Mary and the saints are not
dead, as we normally think of death. Jesus said “And concerning
the resurrection of the dead, have you not read what was said to
you by God, ‘T am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the
God of Jacob’? He is not the God of the dead but of the living.”
(Matthew 22:31-32) Jesus is telling us that the saints are alive in
heaven, probably more alive than we are on earth. Their ability to
hear should be better than ours.

In the letter to the Hebrews, the author states “Therefore, since
we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses [in other words,
those faithful who have died before us] let us rid ourselves of every
burden and sin that clings to us and persevere in running the race
that lies before us.” In other words, those in heaven surround us like
spectators at a race; therefore, they must know about us and can see
our earthly struggles from heaven. (Hebrews 12:1)

The Book of Revelation probably gives the best scriptural evidence
that our prayers to the saints in heaven are heard. Revelation states
that “the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down
before the Lamb, each holding a harp, and with golden bowls full of
incense, which are the prayers of the saints.” (Revelation 5:8) In
first century biblical sense, the term “saints” was commonly used as
meaning those on earth who have accepted Christ. Revelation 8:3-4
goes on to state that the prayers of the saints on earth rise with the
prayers of the saints in heaven “from the hand of the angel before
God.” To rephrase these passages: “The saints in heaven assist the
praises and petitions of the saints of earth.”

But, how can a saint in heaven, like Mary or any other saint,
hear and understand the prayers of millions of Catholics in many
different languages being offered at the same time? See next week’s
bulletin for the answer.

COMMUNITY LIFE

Keep Christ in Christmas Poster Contest
Sponsored by St. Alphonsus K.C. Council #2807
Get youth involved in their faith by expressing the true meaning
of Christmas through art. The theme is Keep Christ in Christmas and
must be original artwork. Awards will be presented to 1st place in age
groups 5-7, 8-10 and 11-14. Deadline for entry is December 14th.
For more information on submitting entries, please contact Mike
Martone at 445-7234 or email Immartone(@yahoo.com.
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How Can You Help with the Auction?
Would you like to help our church with our annual Auction
and Taste Fair? The Auction Committee is currently looking for
someone with a vacation home or a hunting or fishing camp to
donate time at their space as an auction item. If this is something
you could contribute, please contact Tricia Hale at 931-0019.

Milestone Wedding Anniversary Couples

On Saturday, February 2 at the 4:00 PM Vigil Mass, we will
be honoring couples married in the Catholic Church who are
celebrating special wedding anniversaries, 20th, 25th, 30th, 35th,
40th, 45th, 50th, 55th, 60th, and above, in 2019. A reception
will follow for the honorees, their family and friends. Couples
celebrating are asked to RSVP to the church office, 261-4650, by
January 4, 2019. If you are celebrating one of the above milestone
anniversaries and have not received an invitation letter, please call
the church office to request one.

Pray for our Expectant Families

Pray for expectant families who have been entrusted with a new
life to nurture and love: Rayleigh Landry, Justin & Lindsey Dalier,
Eric & RaeAnn Antoon, Trent and Mackenzie Thibodeaux,
Ross & Ashleigh St. Germain, Clint & Cheree Case, Ryan &
Lauren Blanchard, and Stokka & Camille Brown. If you know
someone who is expecting a child, please call the Church Office at
261-4650 and let them know the couple and when they are expecting.

ADMINISTRATION

Gifts of Stewardship

Today’s Gospel provides a blueprint for good stewardship:
“Let the man who has two coats give to him who has none. The
man who has food should do the same.”  See Luke 3:11

For December 1-2, 2018
your Stewardship resulted in:

Weekly Collection

Envelopes $ 21,463.43
Unidentified $ 1,418.00
WeShare $ 2,947.00
Bank Draft $ 3,071.00
Building/Maintenance Fund

Envelopes $ 7,448.00
Unidentified $ 381.00
WeShare $ 182.00
Bank Draft $ 2,280.00
Children’s Collection $ 59.00
Campaign for Human Development $ 4.00
Christmas Flowers $ 1,397.00
Total Received $ 40,650.43

Serving the Central Community
For 20 Years

( 11247 Sullivan Road
@) Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70818
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